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"But it is not necessary that the reference is to a
specific conspiracy. Rather, the prophet may be
talking about a general approach to the explanation
of events, especially unpleasant and trying events.
How easy it is, when situations go against us, to be-
come paranoid and react accordingly. Isaiah chal-
lenges his people to reject paranoia and see God’s
hand in the events of their time.”

- Oswalt, Isaiah, p 233

What do I fear? ...

Fearing God

When the people saw the thunder and lightening
and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in
smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a
distance and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself
and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us
or we will die.” Moses said to the people, “"Do not
be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the
fear of God will be with you to keep you from sin-
ning.” Exodus 20:16-20




