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Introduction: 

John the Baptist plays a key role, foretold by the prophets,  
announcing the coming of the Messiah.  He is the “voice 
of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for him.’”  (Isa 40:3-4 and Luke 3:4).  
In Luke 1:57-80 we read Luke’s account of John’s 
dramatic birth and his father Zechariah’s jubilant prayer 
and song of praise and prophecy.  This passage 
precedes, in an appropriately dramatic way, the story of 
the birth of the savior of the world! 
 
This is the first in a series of bible studies which parallel 
the weekly sermon series at South Shore Baptist Church.  
In this first study, you’ll explore this week’s passage while 
also practicing some basic bible study skills.   The study is 
designed to take about 60 to 90 minutes.  Some may 
prefer to do it in two sittings. 

 
Prayer: 

Before you start this or any study, ask God to help you.  
Take a minute right now to ask God to guide you through 
his Spirit toward his truth, and to enable you to 
understand it and live it. 

SSBC Luke Bible Study #01 
 

Passage:  Luke 1:57-80 
 

Sermon Date:  Sep 18, 2005 
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This bible study was developed by South Shore Baptist Church in conjunction with our weekly 
sermon series.  To hear a sermon on the same scripture passage covered in this bible study, 

come to one of our Sunday worship services (8:30am or 11:00am) on the date listed on page 1.
Or after that date you can hear it by logging on to www.southshorebaptist.com/sermons/ 

 
South Shore Baptist Church 

578 Main Street, Hingham, MA 02043 
(781) 749-2592 



About Inductive Bible Study: 
 
We encourage you to study the bible “inductively.”  This means 
approaching the Scriptures as detectives who first observe the 
evidence, then interpret those observations, and finally apply the 
observations & interpretations in taking appropriate actions. 

 
Induction:  Inferring truth from a given set of particulars; 
moving from given details to inferred principles & truth.  (Webster’s) 

 
Why observe?  The Bible is a carefully preserved collection of God’s 
words and deeds.  It is the most reliable thing we have – our best 
evidence about how we are to live and what truth is.  It is our best way 
of coming to know and love God – which He has commanded us to do. 
 

Jesus replied:  “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind.”  (Matthew 22:37) 

 
When we begin to study a passage, our first task is to simply read it.   
 
� Read through Luke 1:57-80, several times if possible.  We use 

the New International Version (NIV) at South Shore Baptist, so 
you might want to use this yourself.  But you can also use 
other translations if you are more comfortable with them. 

 
Next, it’s a good idea to record some of your own observations.  Recall 
how Luke “carefully investigated everything from the beginning” and 
then “wrote an orderly account” (Lk 1:3).  Follow his lead, and carefully 
investigate what you see in the passage you are studying.   
 
� Now read through the passage again slowly and as you do, 

write down as many observations as you can.  Ask yourself 
“Who”, “What”, “Why”, “Where”, “When”, and “How” 
questions.  Write down what you notice, what you wonder 
about, what patterns you see.   
 

� Pay particular attention to what you notice about God, such as 
his nature & character, his conduct, his promises, etc.  
Writing down your observations helps you remember them, 
explore them further, share them with others, and take the next 
steps of interpreting and applying what you have seen.  
  

� Notice the context, such as by looking back at Luke 1:5-25 
and observing how the passages are related. 

 

 MY OBSERVATIONS: 
 
1.  List below as many observations as you can about Luke 1:57-80.   
 
SAMPLES:     Elizabeth gave birth to a son.  (1:57)
Elizabeth’s neighbors heard about God’s mercy. Who told them?   (1:58)
The neighbors responded by sharing Elizabeth’s joy.  (1:58)
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Can you list 25 observations?  Dig deep and be blessed. 
(Did you find any promises?  Notice some things about God’s nature?)
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2.  Next, take some of your observations and begin to interpret them.  
While some scripture can be directly applied (e.g. “thou shall not kill”), 
there are many places where it takes a deeper probing of the text to 
extract helpful meaning & application. 
 
Circle or highlight a few 
of your observations on 
the previous page that 
you find most interesting 
or important.  Rewrite 
these observations 
below, and interpret and 
apply them using the 
columns to the right.   

For each observation, begin to interpret by 
asking yourself these kinds of questions: 
� What does it mean?     
� Why is this important? 
� What does this tell me about the 

Father?  About Jesus?  About the 
Holy Spirit?    

� Are there other scriptures that could 
help me understand this?    

  
Observation 

What does it say? 
Interpretation 

What does it mean? 
 
SAMPLE:   Elizabeth gave birth 
to a son.  (1:57)   

 
God’s promises come true.  He promised Zechariah a son 
in Luke 1:13, and even though his wife was old and 
barren, God was faithful! 

  

  

  

Use another sheet of paper if this space is too limiting for you. 

3.  Finally, as James exhorts us, we need to apply the Word to our lives 
in order to understand it more fully, to retain it longer, and to grow more 
like Christ. 

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  
Do what it says.  (James 1:22) 
 

As you look to apply what you’re seeing and learning to your own life, 
listen for God’s ‘still small voice’ guiding you.  Be on the lookout for … 

-  Sins you need to avoid 
-  Promises you want to believe 

  -  Examples you’d like to follow  (remember “SPECK”) 
-  Commands you’ll try harder to obey 
-  Knowledge you’d like to share 

 
Application 

How do I apply what it means? 
I need to trust God more.   For instance, He promised that he would finish the good work 
He began in me (Phil 1:6) but I often don’t act as if this is true.  Specifically, I need 
to trust that he will bless my ministry, and I should be strong and courageous when I see 
opportunities to serve Him. 
 

 

 

Is there somewhere else you should write these so you’ll actually do them?  
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Answer the following questions to probe a bit deeper into a few 
selected parts of this passage. 
 
The “Rising Sun” from Heaven is Coming! 
 
4.  When we are interpreting a passage, it’s helpful to look at relevant 
cross references.  Re-read Luke 1:78 and then check out these cross 
references which also involve the phrase or concept of the “rising sun.”  
What do you observe related to the “rising sun” in each passage?   

Isaiah 60:1-3 

Mal 4:2-6  

Romans 13:11-12  

2 Peter 1:19  

1 John 2:8  

Rev 22:16    

Having observed these passages, what do you think is the significance 
of the “rising sun”?  What or whom does it represent?   How does this 
symbolism relate to John the Baptist’s role and significance in history? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  In Luke 1:67-80 Zechariah praises God for the great news – the 
salvation which he sees is at hand.  Do you recall the four ‘Romans 
Road’ verses that are often used to articulate the Gospel?  (they’re 
listed in the table on the next page – check ‘em out if you don’t know 
them).  Now, imagine you’re shipwrecked on an island and, instead of 
the Romans verses, you have only one legible page of scripture – Luke 
1:67-80.  How many parts of the gospel could you explain using this 
text alone?  Show how using the chart on the next page.   
 

 
Application Challenge:   
Practice explaining the Gospel to someone using Luke 1:67-80.    
  
 
 
“The Lord’s hand was with him.”    
 
6.  Re-read & interpret Luke 1:66.  What do you think “the Lord’s hand 
was with him” means?  (Note Luke 1:15-17) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  To further interpret Luke 1:66, check out these passages:    

Psalm 37:23-24  

Isaiah 41:13 

John 10:28-29   

What do you conclude about God’s character & style?  What does this 
mean in terms of how God treats us, and what we can count on him for?    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel message element: Related verse(s) from Luke 1:67-80  
Man has sinned 

(Rom 3:23)  

Sin’s penalty is death 
(Rom 6:23)  

Christ paid the penalty 
(Rom 5:8)  

We must receive Christ 
(Rom 10:9)  

7 6 



8.  Now apply Luke 1:66 to your own life as follows:   
  

a) Where does the Lord’s hand seem to be with you lately? 
(blessings, successes, growth, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b) Where do you need or want to feel the Lord’s hand upon you 
more right now?  (Where are you stuck, struggling, frustrated, 
etc?)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c) Take time right now to thank and praise God for anything you 
listed in 8.a and to ask the Lord for the things you listed in 8.b  
Also, ask him to help you actually do the things you listed in 
question 3.  Share these with others, perhaps your small group 
and/or your family, and pray for one another. 
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