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Introduction: 

In the previous passage, Simon (also called Peter) had an 
amazing experience – Jesus himself came to his house, 
rebuked a fever from his mother-in-law, and then healed 
or cast demons out of who knows how many others.   
It’s hard to imagine what that must have been like.  Was 
there a waiting line?  What did it look like when demons 
were cast out of people?  It’s not surprising that Jesus 
sought some solitude the next morning. 
 
Now, some time later, Jesus stops by Peter’s workplace.  
What would it be like to have a friend like Jesus stop by 
your workplace, begin sharing the word of God with 
everyone, and then suggest you try a very unconventional 
approach to your business that day?  That’s precisely 
what happens to Peter and his partners in Luke 5:1-11.  
As you read and study this passage, put yourself in 
Peter’s shoes.  And as you hear Jesus speaking to him in 
verses 4 and 10, consider the possibility that Jesus is 
indeed speaking the very same invitation to you today. 
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Pray:  Imagine Jesus has called you personally aside 
before the Luke 5 scene begins.  Is there anything you’d 
like to share with him privately, out of the noise and hustle 
of the crowds and fishermen?  Take time to pray to the 
Lord, giving him your burdens, sharing your heart with 
him, asking him to help you grow more like him. 
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Bible Study: 
1. Read this week’s bible passage 

and use the chart below to make 
observations and jot down any 
questions you have. 

 
 

Scripture Your Observations & Questions 

    1One day as Jesus was standing 
by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the 
people crowding around him and 
listening to the word of God, 2he saw 
at the water's edge two boats, left 
there by the fishermen, who were 
washing their nets. 3He got into one of 
the boats, the one belonging to 
Simon, and asked him to put out a 
little from shore. Then he sat down 
and taught the people from the boat.  

    4When he had finished speaking, 
he said to Simon, "Put out into deep 
water, and let down the nets for a 
catch."  

    5Simon answered, "Master, we've 
worked hard all night and haven't 
caught anything. But because you say 
so, I will let down the nets."  

    6When they had done so, they 
caught such a large number of fish 
that their nets began to break. 7So 
they signaled their partners in the 
other boat to come and help them, 
and they came and filled both boats 
so full that they began to sink.  
 

 

 

 
Scripture Your Observations & Questions 

 
 
    8When Simon Peter saw this, he 
fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Go 
away from me, Lord; I am a sinful 
man!" 9For he and all his companions 
were astonished at the catch of fish 
they had taken, 10and so were James 
and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
Simon's partners.  

 
   Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't 
be afraid; from now on you will catch 
men." 11So they pulled their boats up 
on shore, left everything and followed 
him.  

 

 

2.  Parallel Passages:  Look up the following passages where the other 
gospel authors tell the same story, and note similarities, differences, and 
your other observations and questions. 
 
 
Matthew 4:18-22 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark 1:16-20 
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3.  Next, use this chart to interpret some key observations.   
 
a.  Select a few of your 
observations & questions 
from pages 2-3 that you 
find most interesting or 
important.  Rewrite these 
below, and interpret and 
apply them using the 
columns to the right.   

b.  For each observation, begin to interpret 
by asking yourself these kinds of questions: 
� What does it mean? 
� Why is this important? 
� What does this tell me about the 

Father?  Jesus?  The Holy Spirit? 
� Are there other scriptures that could 

help me understand this?   

  
Observation 

What does it say? 
Interpretation 

What does it mean? 

  

 

 

4.  Now consider how you can apply the Word to your life.  Look for:  

-  Sins to avoid 
-  Promises to believe 

  -  Examples to follow  (remember “SPECK”) 
-  Commands to obey 
-  Knowledge to share 

Don’t just write things to write them – listen carefully to God’s Word and 
what he seems to be teaching you, and look for relevant things that 
you’re truly stirred to do.  Then as you do them, God will help you learn, 
grow, and help others grow.  

Application 
How do I apply what it means? 
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Fish a Little Deeper: 

5.  The disciples seem to have left 
their big catch behind before getting 
to enjoy the big profits it must have 
represented.   

a.  In addition to the big catch of fish, 
what else did Peter, James & John 
leave in order to follow Jesus?  (see 
Matt 4:20,22;  Mark 1:18,20)  
 
 
 
 
 
b.  In your life, what have been some of the “big catches of fish” (i.e. 
times when you’ve been suddenly, richly blessed such as personal 
achievements, financial gains, job successes, etc.)? 
 
 
 
 
 
c.  What would it have felt like to walk away from the “big catches” of 
your life which you listed above? 
 
 
 
 
 
d.  Do Luke 5:10 and Matthew 4:19 apply to us today?  What do you 
think we are called to be ready to leave behind?   
(Consider Luke 9:23-25; 14:26-27, 33).   
 
 
 
 
 
e.  Is there anything specific you personally feel (or have felt) called to 
leave in order to follow Christ more closely? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

t similar 

n 21:1-19?   
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6.  Why do you think Jesus told Peter not to be afraid? 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  Several years later, after Jesus’ resurrection, a somewha
miraculous catch occurs.   

a.  What parallels do you see between Luke 5:1-11 and Joh
 
 
 

 
 
b.  How do you think experiencing a second miraculous catch may have 
affected the disciples who were present both times?  
 
 
 
 
 
8.  Peter and his partners had a very dramatic call to follow Jesus.   

a.  What have been the key turning points or highlights in your spiritual 
journey?   
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the disciples, the deep 
water was where they usually 
fished.  But they fished at 
night, because in the daylight 
the fish can better avoid the 
nets.  Jesus had them go 
back out in daylight – and he 
directed the fish into the nets.  
Sometimes, God calls us into 
“deep” waters to do bold 
missions.  Often, God calls us 
to simply share the gospel in 
natural ways in our everyday 
environments, trusting God to 
provide the miraculous catch.

 
b.  Looking ahead, are there any 
“waters” which you sense God 
directing you to “cast your nets into” 
in order to “catch men”?   
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This One is a “Keeper” 

9.  What key insight(s) or application(s)  
are most on your heart & mind as you  
come out of this study? 
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