'Luke

Carefully Investigating the Gospe! ... Together

SSBC Luke Bible Study #12
Passage: Luke 5:17-26

Sermon Date: Dec 4, 2005

Introduction:
Jesus’ ministry is beginning to attract the attention of the
Jewish leaders who will soon threaten his very life, but he
continues to preach, heal, and attract a following. He has
apparently established a new home base in Capernaum,
where he returns as this week’s story begins. Two key
terms to be familiar with in this week’s text are:

Pharisee — a member of a small party of religious
authorities who believed in and enforced strict adherence
to the scriptures, such as rules about what was not
permissible to do on the Sabbath. To ensure the law was
not broken, they developed rules even more stringent
than the scriptures, to serve as a “hedge” of protection.

Blasphemy — challenging or offending God’s sovereignty
or majesty, considered by the Pharisees to be the worst
sin one could commit.

As you turn now to the story of the paralytic who was
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Bible Study:

1. Read this week’s bible passage and use the chart below
to make observations and jot down any questions you

have.

Scripture

Your Observations & Questions

Scripture

Your Observations & Questions

One day as he was teaching,
Pharisees and teachers of the law,
who had come from every village of
Galilee and from Judea and
Jerusalem, were sitting there. And the
power of the Lord was present for him
to heal the sick. **Some men came
carrying a paralytic on a mat and tried
to take him into the house to lay him
before Jesus. **When they could not
find a way to do this because of the
crowd, they went up on the roof and
lowered him on his mat through the
tiles into the middle of the crowd, right
in front of Jesus.

“When Jesus saw their faith, he
said, "Friend, your sins are forgiven."

“The Pharisees and the teachers
of the law began thinking to
themselves, "Who is this fellow who
speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive
sins but God alone?"

?2Jesus knew what they were
thinking and asked, "Why are you
thinking these things in your hearts?
»Which is easier: to say, 'Your sins
are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up and
walk'?

#But that you may know that the Son
of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins...." He said to the
paralyzed man, "l tell you, get up,
take your mat and go home."
“Immediately he stood up in front of
them, took what he had been lying on
and went home praising God.
**Everyone was amazed and gave
praise to God. They were filled with
awe and said, "We have seen
remarkable things today."

2. Parallel Passages: Find the parallel passages in the other gospels
which also tell the story of the paralytic, and write their chapter and verse
references on the lines below. Then note any similarities, differences, and
other observations and questions you may have.

Matthew

Mark




3. Next, use this chart to interpret some key observations.

a. Select a few of your
observations & questions
from pages 2-3 that you
find most interesting or
important. Rewrite these
below, and interpret and
apply them using the
columns to the right.

b. For each observation, begin to interpret

by asking yourself these kinds of questions:

» What does it mean?

=  Why is this important?

» What does this tell me about the
Father? Jesus? The Holy Spirit?

= Are there other scriptures that could
help me understand this?

Observation
What does it say?

Interpretation
What does it mean?

4. Now consider how you can apply the Word to your life. Look for:

- Sins to avoid

- Promises to believe

- Examples to follow (remember “SPECK")
- Commands to obey

- Knowledge to share

Don’t just write things to write them — listen carefully to God’s Word and
what he seems to be teaching you, and look for relevant things that
you're truly stirred to do. Then as you do them, God will help you learn,
grow, and help others grow.

Application
How do | apply what it means?




Stretch Your Thinking:

5. Imagine you were one of the people present during this incident.

What might it have felt like to be ...

a. The Owner of the House

b. The Teacher?
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. The Paralytic?

d. One of the Friends?

e. Someone in the Room?

6. What do we learn from this story about Jesus’ authority?

7. Why do you think Jesus forgave the man’s sins before healing his
body? What are the implications of this for our lives?

8. In verse 20, whose faith did Jesus see?

a. What was done that demonstrated that faith?
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Presently, in terms of your faith, who do you feel the most like:

The paralytic?

One of the friends who lowered him?
Someone in the house watching Jesus?
Someone not even in the scene?

c. Why do you feel this way?

d. How could you exercise more boldness & persistence in bringing

someone else before Jesus or more fully entrusting someone to Jesus

care? What specific step might you take to do so this week?



9. What was the most interesting or stirring thing you learned from this
study? Who might you share that with this week?
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