
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 SSBC Luke Bible Study #27 

Take this Bible Study home and use it to  
guide your exploration of the scripture passage  
that next Sunday’s sermon will be focused on. 

 
    Passage:  Luke 9:1-9 

         Sermon Date:  Mar 26, 2006 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction: 

Back in Chapter 6 we saw Jesus choosing twelve 
disciples, whom he called Apostles.  They then 
accompanied him as he preached the Kingdom of God, 
raised people from the dead, dined with Pharisees, 
calmed a storm, and performed other miracles.  Now in 
this week’s passage Jesus sends out his twelve followers 
on a specific, bold mission – giving them authority to heal 
people and cast out demons, and to preach about the 
Kingdom of God. 

Imagine if you were given such authority and ability.   
Then imagine sitting in a doctor’s office and striking up a 
c with a sick child, telling them 
a way, healing their child’s 
in el like?  How would the 
c  affected by the 
a  how would that affect your 
o in ministry?  

This bible study was developed by South Shore Baptist Church in conjunction with 
our weekly sermon series.  To hear a sermon on the same scripture passage covered 
in this bible study, come to one of our Sunday worship services (8:30am or 11:00am) 

on the date listed on page 1. Or after that date you can hear it by logging on to 
www.southshorebaptist.com/sermons/ 
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Bible Study: 
1. Read this week’s bible passage and use the chart below 

to make observations and jot down any questions you 
have. 

 
Scripture Your Observations & Questions 

 

1  When Jesus had called the 
Twelve together, he gave them 
power and authority to drive out 
all demons and to cure diseases, 
2 and he sent them out to preach 
the kingdom of God and to heal 
the sick. 3 He told them: “Take 
nothing for the journey—no staff, 
no bag, no bread, no money, no 
extra tunic. 4 Whatever house you 
enter, stay there until you leave 
that town. 5 If people do not 
welcome you, shake the dust off 
your feet when you leave their 
town, as a testimony against 
them.” 6 So they set out and went 
from village to village, preaching 
the gospel and healing people 
everywhere.  

 

7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard 
about all that was going on. And 
he was perplexed, because some 
were saying that John had been 
raised from the dead, 8 others that 
Elijah had appeared, and still 
others that one of the prophets of 
long ago had come back to life.  
9 But Herod said, “I beheaded 
John. Who, then, is this I hear 
such things about?” And he tried 
to see him.  

 

 

 
2.  In studying the Bible it is important to consider the cultural and 
historical context experienced by the author and his immediate 
readers.  Use the following questions to practice your skills at exploring 
the context of a passage and some of its cultural and historical 
references.  Try using a Bible Encyclopedia or similar resource.  If you 
don’t have such a resource, you can find some online at 
http://studylight.org/enc.  If you typically rely on your study Bible’s notes 
for such background, take this opportunity to validate it’s accuracy by 
looking for one or two other sources and comparing them. 

a.  What was a “staff”, and what was it used for? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b.  The disciples were told not to bring a “bag.”   What would a bag have 
been used by travelers for in Bible times? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c.  What did “shaking the dust off one’s feet" symbolize?  (Hint: Relates 
to a Jewish tradition when interacting with Gentiles.  See also Acts 
13:51) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
d.  Who was Herod the Tetrarch, and what else can you find out about 
his relationship with John the Baptist and Jesus? 
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3.  Next, use this chart to interpret some key observations.   
 
a.  Select a few of your 
observations & questions 
from pages 2-3 that you 
find most interesting or 
important.  Rewrite these 
below, and interpret and 
apply them using the 
columns to the right.   

b.  For each observation, begin to interpret 
by asking yourself these kinds of questions: 
� What does it mean? 
� Why is this important? 
� What does this tell me about the 

Father?  Jesus?  The Holy Spirit? 
� Are there other scriptures that could 

help me understand this?   

  
Observation 

What does it say? 
Interpretation 

What does it mean? 

  

 

 

4.  Now consider how you can apply the Word to your life.  Look for:  

-  Sins to avoid 
-  Promises to believe 

  -  Examples to follow  (remember “SPECK”) 
-  Commands to obey 
-  Knowledge to share 

Don’t just write things to write them – listen carefully to God’s Word and 
what he seems to be teaching you, and look for relevant things that 
you’re truly stirred to do.  Then as you do them, God will help you learn, 
grow, and help others grow.  

Application 
How do I apply what it means? 
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Dig Deeper: 

5.  Why do you suppose Jesus sent the disciples out to heal and cast 
out demons in addition to preaching about the Kingdom of God?   
In other words, why didn’t he just send them out just to preach?   
(Consider Luke 4:18-19, 5:17-25, 7:22-23) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  Jesus sent out his disciples carrying no provisions or protections or 
resources to make their mission easier.  (Luke 9:3) 

a.  What would traveling so lightly have taught them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b.  How would it have affected those to whom they ministered? 
 
 
 
 
 
c.  How would you feel to be sent out in such a manner today?  How 
would it affect your faith and your trust in God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  Compare similar passages from other gospels.  While Mark 6:6-12 
is very similar to Luke’s account, Matthew 10:5-42 provides much more 
information about this incident.   

a.  Matthew seems to be writing to a Jewish audience, while Luke was 
writing more to gentiles.  Why do you think Matthew provided so much 
more detail about the sending of the twelve? 
 
 
 
 
 

b.  What warnings and encouragements does Matthew tell us that Jesus 
shared with his disciples as he sent them out?  How does this expand 
your understanding of the nature of what they probably faced as they 
went out? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.  Note in Luke 8:1 how the disciples had accompanied Jesus as he 
went from village to village to heal and preach.   

a.  How do you think this prepared them for the mission they are given 
in Luke 9:3-5? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b.  Review the incidents that Luke records in the rest of Chapter 8.  How 
did the parable of the sower and the four subsequent dramatic 
experiences prepare the disciples for being sent out? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c.  What principle(s) for effective ministry can you draw from Jesus’ 
approach to training disciples as you have reflected on it in 8.a and b 
above? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
d.  How can you apply these same principle(s) in your life as you follow 
others and/or as others follow you in learning to live and serve as 
Christians? 
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9a.  In what general ways does the disciples’ mission in Luke 9 apply 
to Christians today?  (Consider Mark 16:15, Matthew 28:18-20) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b.  In what specific ways does it apply to you?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
c.  What obstacles tend to keep you from succeeding at this mission? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
d.  How do you think you could be more effective in carrying out this 
mission in the weeks and months ahead? 
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