
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 SSBC Luke Bible Study #46 

Take this Bible Study home and use it to  
guide your exploration of the scripture passage  
that next Sunday’s sermon will be focused on. 

 
    Passage:  Luke 12:22-34 

         Sermon Date:  Aug 6, 2006 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction: 

 
“God Will Provide” 

In the previous passage (Luke 12:13-21), Jesus warned 
His listeners about the evils of greed, specifically the 
danger of hoarding possessions and not being “rich 
toward God.”  Now Jesus takes His message a step 
further, telling the crowd that they should not even worry 
over what they will eat or what they will wear, because 
God will provide for them.  Don’t worry?  For most of us, 
that certainly seems easier said than done.  As we 
consider this challenging message, however, remember 
th ith God.”  (Gen 18:14; Matt 
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Bible Study: 

1. Read this week’s Bible passage and use the chart below 
to make observations and note any questions you have. 

Scripture Your Observations & Questions 
 

22 Then Jesus said to his disciples: 
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry 
about your life, what you will eat; or 
about your body, what you will wear. 
23 Life is more than food, and the 
body more than clothes. 24 Consider 
the ravens: They do not sow or reap, 
they have no storeroom or barn; yet 
God feeds them. And how much 
more valuable you are than birds!  
25 Who of you by worrying can add a 
single hour to his life? 26 Since you 
cannot do this very little thing, why 
do you worry about the rest?  

27 “Consider how the lilies grow. 
They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell 
you, not even Solomon in all his 
splendor was dressed like one of 
these. 28 If that is how God clothes 
the grass of the field, which is here 
today, and tomorrow is thrown into 
the fire, how much more will he 
clothe you, O you of little faith! 29 And 
do not set your heart on what you 
will eat or drink; do not worry about 
it. 30 For the pagan world runs after 
all such things, and your Father 
knows that you need them. 31 But 
seek his kingdom, and these things 
will be given to you as well.  

 

 

 

 

 
Scripture Your Observations & Questions 

 
 

32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for 
your Father has been pleased to 
give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your 
possessions and give to the poor. 
Provide purses for yourselves that 
will not wear out, a treasure in 
heaven that will not be exhausted, 
where no thief comes near and no 
moth destroys. 34 For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
Did You Notice …? 

2.  Jesus addresses His audience as “little flock.”  Based upon this, or 
any other portion of the passage, do you think Jesus was addressing 
believers or nonbelievers?  Why do you reach that conclusion?  Is that 
distinction important to you in considering Jesus’ message?  Why or 
why not? 
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3.  Next, use this chart to interpret some key observations.   
 
a.  Select a few of your 
observations & questions 
from pages 2-3 that you 
find most interesting or 
important.  Rewrite these 
below, and interpret and 
apply them using the 
columns to the right.   

b.  For each observation, begin to interpret 
by asking yourself these kinds of questions: 
� What does it mean? 
� Why is this important? 
� What does this tell me about the 

Father?  Jesus?  The Holy Spirit? 
� Are there other scriptures that could 

help me understand this?   

  
Observation 

What does it say? 
Interpretation 

What does it mean? 

  

 

 

4.  Now consider how you can apply the Word to your life.  Look for:  

-  Sins to avoid 
-  Promises to believe 

  -  Examples to follow  (remember “SPECK”) 
-  Commands to obey 
-  Knowledge to share 

Don’t just write things to write them – listen carefully to God’s Word and 
what he seems to be teaching you, and look for relevant things that 
you’re truly stirred to do.  Then as you do them, God will help you learn, 
grow, and help others grow.  

Application 
How do I apply what it means? 
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Dig Deeper: 

5.  Jesus tells us not to worry about what we are to eat or drink, or 
what we are to wear.  On the other hand, we are told elsewhere in 
Scripture, “If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially 
for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an 
unbeliever.”  (1 Tim 5:8)  How does Jesus’ counsel in Luke 12:22 
relate to how and why we are to work?   (You may find some of the 
following verses about work helpful:  Gen 2:15; 3:17-19,  Ex 20:9-10, 
Deut 5:12-14, Ps 90:17, Eph 4:28, Col 3:17, 1 Th 4:11, 2 Th 3:6-10)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  Jesus tells us that God is ready to give us everything we truly need 
if we will simply trust Him.  Indeed, throughout the New Testament, we 
are told that all we have to do is “ask and you shall receive.”  But how 
are we to ask?  What should be our motive and our heart condition?  
The following passages may help you draw some conclusions: 

1 Kings 3:5-15 

Matt. 18:19-20 

John 14:13-14; 15:7-8; 16:23-24 

1 John 3:21-24; 5:14-15 

James 1:5-8; 4:2-3 

 

 

7.  This is a wonderful time of year to be studying this passage, which 
is so rich in natural imagery.  We can look outside and actually see the 
flowers blooming and the birds chirping happily as God provides for 
their every need.  Likewise, it is easy for us to trust God to provide for 
our needs when it is obvious that he is actually doing so -- during the 
 

“summers” of our lives, when we have our health, a stable income, and 
some measure of happiness.  But what about during the “winters” of our 
lives, when perhaps we or a family member is ill, face financial 
uncertainty, and nothing seems to be going right for us.   

a.  How do you trust God and have faith in His bountiful provision for 
you when that provision seems totally absent?  What can you do in 
these darker times?   (Consider Job 1:20-22, Phil 4:12-13) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b.  What are you worrying about these days?  Based upon what we 

have studied, what can you do to worry less?  (Consider Phil 4:6-8 
and 1 Pet. 5:7)   How can you make some progress this week? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
c.  Do you know someone else who is a chronic worrier or has 

something in particular that is causing them to worry?  How could 
you help them worry less?    

 
 
 
 
 
 
8.  By addressing His audience as “little flock”, Jesus invokes the image 
of God as a Shepherd.  What comes to mind when you think of a 
shepherd?  What are some of the characteristics of a shepherd and his 
relationship to the sheep?  How does it feel to think of God in this way?  
(To explore God’s role as our Shepherd further, consider Gen 48:15-16, 
49:24-25,  Ps 23, Isa 40:9-11, Jer 31:10-14, Jn 10:1-18, Heb 13:20-21) 
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9.  Jesus tells us in Luke 12:31 to seek God’s kingdom and God will 
give us what we need. 

a.  What is God’s kingdom, and how can a person seek it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b.  How does not worrying about our own provisions enable us to make 

“investments” in God’s kingdom?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c.  What do you think “purses that do not wear out” and “a treasure in 

heaven that will not be exhausted” in verse 33 represent?  What are 
some ways we can make such eternal investments? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
10.  What insight or idea would you most like to remember and apply 
coming out of this study?  If you wait, it will probably slip away from 
you – so what will you do this week to put this part of God’s Word into 
action?  
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