These studies are produced by South Shore Baptist Church in conjunction with our
weekly sermon series. Studies are distributed one week prior to the sermon as
inserts in the church bulletin and posting at www.southshorebaptist.com/sermons/.

Sermons are also recorded and can be listened to later by visiting that same website.

Have feedback or questions? Contact studyeditor@southshorebaptist.com
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SSBC Luke Bible Study #51

Take this Bible Study home and use it to
guide your exploration of the scripture passage
that next Sunday’s sermon will be focused on.

Passage: Luke 13:22-35
Sermon Date: Sep 10, 2006

“Someone Asked Him ...”

Is there something you've always wanted to know or
understand about God but you haven'’t gotten around to
asking Him yet? Or maybe you aren’t at a place in your
spiritual journey where you have such a dialogue with
God. In this week’s study we’d like to invite you to try
your hand at asking God some questions — perhaps some
eternally important ones.

You see, Jesus is warning us not to wait too long before
entering the Kingdom of God. When it comes to the
narrow gate that leads into the Kingdom, Jesus urges us
not to put off finding it. If we wait, we very well may never
find it. And finding it involves asking God some important
guestions:

= Why does sin have such a grip on me?

=  Why did Jesus have to go to Jerusalem and die?
=  Will you really forgive me?

= Can | be sure I'm saved?

Pray ... Read ... Ask ... and you shall receive.



Bible Study:

1. Read this week’s Bible passage and use the chart below to
note your observations and notes below.

Scripture

Your Observations & Notes

Scripture

Your Observations & Notes

*2Then Jesus went through the
towns and villages, teaching as he
made his way to Jerusalem. **
Someone asked him, “Lord, are only
a few people going to be saved?”

He said to them, ** “Make every
effort to enter through the narrow
door, because many, | tell you, will
try to enter and will not be able to.
Once the owner of the house gets up
and closes the door, you will stand
outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir,
open the door for us.’

“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know
you or where you come from.’

?«Then you will say, ‘We ate and
drank with you, and you taught in our
streets.’

2T «But he will reply, ‘I don’t know
you or where you come from. Away
from me, all you evildoers!

?8«There will be weeping there,
and gnashing of teeth, when you see
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all
the prophets in the kingdom of God,
but you yourselves thrown out. %

People will come from east and
west and north and south, and will
take their places at the feast in the
kingdom of God. *° Indeed there are
those who are last who will be first,
and first who will be last.”

3L At that time some Pharisees
came to Jesus and said to him,
“Leave this place and go somewhere
else. Herod wants to kill you.”

¥ He replied, “Go tell that fox, I will
drive out demons and heal people
today and tomorrow, and on the third
day | will reach my goal.” **In any
case, | must keep going today and
tomorrow and the next day—for
surely no prophet can die outside
Jerusalem!

%40 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you
who kill the prophets and stone
those sent to you, how often | have
longed to gather your children
together, as a hen gathers her chicks
under her wings, but you were not
willing! * Look, your house is left to
you desolate. | tell you, you will not
see me again until you say, ‘Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the
Lord.”




Questions, Questions:

This passage starts with someone asking Jesus a question. To
sharpen both your Bible study skills and your prayer life, it's good to
work on your ability to ask the Lord the questions that are on your mind
and in your heart. In this week’s study you'll have a chance to practice
this skill.

2. Imagine you suddenly find yourself sitting face-to-face with Jesus
over a cup of coffee at the Barnes & Noble café. Knowing you've just
read Luke 13:22-35, he lovingly asks you what you think about it.
What would you like to ask him about? Use the space below to write
down as many guestions as you can about this passage.

Sample: Why were you heading for Jerusalem, Jesus?

Where else have | heard that quote in Luke 13:35?

3. Where do you typically go for answers to bible-related questions?

Here are some steps to try (in the sequence listed):

i. Pray
Isn’t it the natural thing to do to first ask the one who absolutely
knows the answer? He’'ll guide you toward the truth every time.

ii. Cross Reference
Scripture interprets scripture, so we can look to other biblical
passages to help us answer our questions.

iii. Collaborate — Let others help you find answers:
Your small group, family members, or other Christian peers.
Your pastors & elders.
Study bibles, systematic theologies, bible commentaries, etc.
(www.studylight.org is good online source of such tools)
Other sources you have come to trust.

iv. Pray
Whatever we’ve heard or learned, check back with God about it,
regarding both the accuracy of our interpretations as well as
how He would have us apply what we've learned.

4. You probably knew this was coming — now it's time to try answering

your own questions. Select a few questions that you came up with that
you find most interesting or important, and write one question in the top
row of each of the Q&A boxes on the next two pages. Here’'s a sample:

Question:
Where else have | heard that quote in Luke 13:35?

Answers/Notes/Ideas:

It's part of Catholic Mass that I've heard many times. It's
also Psalm 118:26 as a prophecy of the coming Messiah’s
triumphal entry into Jerusalem. That prophecy is then
fulfilled in Luke 19:38. So | think in Luke 13:35 Jesus is
referring to his upcoming triumphal entry. Or | wonder if it
could be somehow referring to his second coming?

Application:
Thank God more often that, because of Christ's work on
the cross, | am not separated from him, but | can hear his
words anytime by simply reading my Bible.
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[Start with a few easy questions you're comfortable trying to answer]

[Now try a few of the harder questions you asked on page 4.]

Question: (Write one of your questions from page 4 here)

Answers/Notes/ldeas: (Try some of the steps listed on page 5)

Application: (How does what I've learned here apply to my life?)

Question: (Write one of your questions from page 4 here)

Answers/Notes/ldeas:

Application: How should | apply what I've learned here?

Note that even if you can’t answer these questions to your satisfaction, you can
still make application. (e.g. | don’t know , therefore | should be J)

Question: (Write one of your questions from page 4 here)

Answers/Notes/ldeas:

Application:

Question: (Write one of your questions from page 4 here)

Answers/Notes/ldeas:

Application: How should | apply what I've learned here?




Work Together

Meet with your small group bible study team (or another Christian if
you're not in such a group). Share your questions with one another
and work together to find additional answers & perspectives. Use this
space to record other peoples’ questions, their answers to your
questions, etc.

PS: Do you like coming up with questions about passages of
Scripture? If so, would you be interested in helping us write these
Bible studies? If you'd like to explore that idea, send an email to
studyeditor@southshorebaptist.com (or mail a paper note to “Luke
Study Editor” via the church if you don’t have email access).



