
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 SSBC Luke Bible Study #56 

Take this Bible Study home and use it to  
guide your exploration of the scripture passage  
that next Sunday’s sermon will be focused on. 

 
    Passage:  Luke 15:1-10 

         Sermon Date:  Oct 15, 2006 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lost and Found 
I literally began preparing to write this study while sitting 
on top of one of the foothills of the Rocky Mountains.  
What a great spot for listening to God’s Word!   

On my way down, enjoying the echoes of my time in the 
Word and prayer, I passed two hunters all decked out in 
camouflage gear and carrying bows.  I asked what they 
were hunting for, and they said big horn sheep.  I cringed 
inside for the sheep – which seem like pretty helpless 
targets for these well-equipped hunters.  (I learned the 
nex ers hunting illegally.)   

Bu hter when about 3 minutes 
dow n a flock of about 20 big 
hor de the path where the 
hun ess the sheep knew to 
hid y seemed to know I wasn’t 
a th rt to run or hide from me.   

These studies are produced by South Shore Baptist Church in conjunction with our 
weekly sermon series.  Studies are distributed one week prior to the sermon as 

inserts in the church bulletin and posting at www.southshorebaptist.com/sermons/.   
Sermons are also recorded and can be listened to later by visiting that same website. 

Have feedback or questions?  Contact studyeditor@southshorebaptist.com 
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1.  Listen to the passage. 

Read this week’s Bible passage and use the chart below to note 
your observations and any questions you have. 

Scripture Your Observations & Questions 
 

1 Now the tax collectors and 
“sinners” were all gathering around 
to hear him. 2 But the Pharisees and 
the teachers of the law muttered, 
“This man welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.”  

3 Then Jesus told them this 
parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a 
hundred sheep and loses one of 
them. Does he not leave the ninety-
nine in the open country and go after 
the lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And 
when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on 
his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then 
he calls his friends and neighbors 
together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; 
I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell 
you that in the same way there will 
be more rejoicing in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous persons who do not 
need to repent.  

8 “Or suppose a woman has ten 
silver coins and loses one. Does she 
not light a lamp, sweep the house 
and search carefully until she finds 
it? 9 And when she finds it, she calls 
her friends and neighbors together 
and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have 
found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same 
way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in 
the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents.”  

 

 

 

2.  Practice your observation skills. 

a.  What words are repeated multiple times in this passage? (Hint: Look 
also for instances where words with the same root or meaning are 
seen multiple times.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
b.  What similarities do you see between these two parables?  What 

differences do you see? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c.  Who is referred to by the word “them” in verse 3?  In other words, 

who is Jesus telling these parables to? 
 
 
 
 
3.  Put yourself in their shoes. 

a.  What are some valuable things you have lost recently?  
(Possession?  Job?  Friend?  Purpose?  Hope?  Money?)   
How did that feel?  What did you do?  What did you have to stop 
doing in order to look for what you had lost? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b.  What lost things have you found lately?   How did that feel?  What 

did you do?  (Did you call your friends and ask them to rejoice with 
you?) 
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4.  Next, use this chart to interpret some key observations.   
 
a.  Select a few of your 
observations & questions 
from pages 2-3 that you 
find most interesting or 
important.  Rewrite these 
below, and interpret and 
apply them using the 
columns to the right.   

b.  For each observation, begin to interpret 
by asking yourself these kinds of questions: 
� What does it mean? 
� Why is this important? 
� What does this tell me about the 

Father?  Jesus?  The Holy Spirit? 
� Are there other scriptures that could 

help me understand this?   

  
Observation 

What does it say? 
Interpretation 

What does it mean? 

  

 

 

5.  Now consider how you can apply the Word to your life.  Look for:  

-  Sins to avoid 
-  Promises to believe 

  -  Examples to follow  (remember “SPECK”) 
-  Commands to obey 
-  Knowledge to share 

Don’t just write things to write them – listen carefully to God’s Word and 
what he seems to be teaching you, and look for relevant things that 
you’re truly stirred to do.  Then as you do them, God will help you learn, 
grow, and help others grow.  

Application 
How do I apply what it means? 
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Look for Connections: 

6.  Read chapter 34 in the book of Ezekiel. 

a.  How did reading this Old Testament passage help you understand 
what is going on in Luke 15:1-10?  Keep in mind that the Pharisees 
and teachers of the law would have known this passage well, and 
thus should have already known about God’s concern for lost 
sheep! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b.  How is the scene in Luke 15:1-10 one fulfillment of God’s 

statements in Ezekiel 34?   (especially Eze 34:1-10) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c.  Now read chapter 10 in the gospel of John.  How does this relate to 

Ezekiel 34?  (especially Eze 34:11 and 34:23) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
d.  Finally, read John 21:15-19.  What is Jesus really asking Peter (and 

us) to do?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7.  Ezekiel, John, and Luke are all echoing the same call to action – to 
share God’s love for lost sheep, and to join him in seeking the lost.   

So how will you respond?  Try answering all three of the following 
familiar questions.  (Peter needed to hear this three times, and so do 
we.  So don’t try to shortcut the questions – answer three times.) 

a.  Friend of Peter, how are you going to help feed Jesus’ lambs? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b.  Friend of Peter, how are you going to help take care of Jesus’ 

sheep? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c.  Friend of Peter, how are you going to help feed Jesus’ sheep? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“My command is this:  Love each other as I have loved you.  
Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for 
his friends.  You are my friends if you do what I command.  I no 
longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 
master’s business.  Instead, I have called you friends, for 
everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to 
you.  You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 
you to go and bear fruit – fruit that will last.  Then the Father will 
give you whatever you ask in my name.  This is my command:  
Love each other.”         

    (Jesus speaking to his followers in John 15:12-17)  
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